[Complete dentures in the Dutch population 1981-1992].
In the period 1981-1992 the percentage of people with a full set of dentures dropped from 31.6 to 22.5 in the Netherlands (persons > or = 16 years). This is particularly due to the relatively strong decrease in the number of young people with full dentures. Regional differences are remarkable: in the northern provinces the percentage is relatively high; in the province of Utrecht it is relatively low. Recently regional differences appear to be (very) small among the young age groups. Many people with a full set of dentures use the same dentures for a long period: about 20% of them have had their current prostheses for 16-25 years, another 20% for over 25 years. Taking into account the total adult population, it appears that the socio-economic status (SES) negatively correlates with the probability of having a full set of dentures. This holds for all three SES indicators in the study: education, income and type of insurance. But among the young age groups this correlation is only valid for education.